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MR. NAG: Good evening, everyone.
Thank you very nmuch for com ng out and joi ning us
tonight. W understand that everybody has a | ot of
things going on in their lives and you're very busy
and you took the tine to join us tonight. W really
do appreciate that.

My name is Mark Nagi. |'mthe Community
Rel ations O ficer for Tennessee's Departmnent of
Transportation here in Knoxville and East Tennessee
in what we call Region 1. W're here tonight at
Sevi er Heights Baptist Church to gather public input
on the proposed w dening of State Road
115/ US 129/ Al coa H ghway from Wodson Drive to
Cher okee Trail Interchange.

Joining us tonight fromthe Tennessee
Departnent of Transportation are TDOT Regi ona
Director and Assistant Chief Engi neer Steve Borden,
TDOT Director of Operations Amanda Snowdon, TDOT
Qper ati ons Engi neer Kristin Qualls.

From TDOT' s Proj ect Managenent Design
Division, Christie Brown, Eric WIlson, Stacy Waver,
Jay Morgan, Stephanie Wallis, Kaite Baer, Jen
Pol l ard, Jereny Mefford, Jordan Livesay, Zac Bail ey,
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Dave Jordan, Mark Parrish, and Suzanne Thonson.

From TDOT' s Proj ect Managenent
Ri ght -of - WAy Di vision are Anber Warren, Sheena
Foster, Cory Sharrock, Jinmy MSpadden, Phi
Addi son, Cal eb Underwood, Ti na Newran, and Steve
Head.

From TDOT' s Proj ect Devel opnent
Techni cal Teans are John Barrett and Gaylon Hill.

From TDOT Consul tant Robert Canpbell &
Associ ates are Robert Campbell, Jason Silvering,
Greg Green, and Kyl e Horner.

Coming up in just a couple mnutes, we
will have a short presentation. Follow ng the
presentation, we will have TDOT representatives
avai |l abl e throughout the roomto answer any
guestions that you m ght have about this project.

Once again, this is a TDOT Design Public
Meeting, which neans you have a few different ways
to get your conments on the record, if that's
sonet hing you would like to do. W have a court
reporter present at the front of the room She's
going to be recording all public coments that are
made at this neeting. She is also available
follow ng the public question-and-answer session to

take down your conments on a one-on-one basis, if
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that is sonething that you woul d prefer.

Al so, when you wal ked in, there were
comrent cards and pens up front. You can wite down
your conmments and hand those back to us tonight.

O, if you want to take those hone and take your
time, you can send them back to us. You have 21
days fromtoday to do that if you do choose to nuil
t hem back to us.

In addition, follow ng the presentation,
we will have a short public question-and-answer
session if you have any general questions about the
project. |If you have questions about the
ri ght-of-way aspect, the design aspect, those can be
answered on a one-on-one basis; but once again, we
wi Il have the opportunity for you to make a comment,
have a public question in the public
guesti on- and- answer session, if you choose to do
t hat .

Before we go any further, | wll ask if
there are any nenbers of the nedia in attendance
t oni ght ?

kay. Are there any elected public
officials with us tonight?

Okay. Wth all that being said, | wll

turn things over to TDOT's Eric WIson who will have
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tonight's presentation.

Eric?

MR. WLSON:. Thank you, Mark.

As Mark said, nmy name is Eric Wlson. |
am one of the project managers here at the Knoxville
regional office for TDOT.

As he said, we're here tonight to
di scuss the portion of the Al coa H ghway from
Wodson to Cherokee Trail.

Before | begin, | would like to
recogni ze sone of our partners that have been very
key in devel oping these plans. First off, our
design consultants are Robert Canpbell & Associ ates.
They have worked hard in devel opi ng these plans that
you're review ng tonight, and we | ook forward to
wor ki ng with them t hroughout the rest of the
devel opnment of this project.

| would also Iike to thank the
Uni versity of Tennessee, the Ag Canpus, the Ag
Col | ege, Cherokee Farnms, the Athletic Departnent,
and the UT Medical Center. They played a very big
part in the devel opnment of the interchange at
Cherokee Trail. They spent many hours with us
sharing their operations and their schedules to find

the best solution for all the parties involved.
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Wthout their help, we would not have the plan we

have today; so | would |ike to thank them very nuch.

Before we go into the Wodson Drive to
Cherokee Trail section, | would like to just give
you a brief overview of all seven sections. As
you' ve seen comng in, we do have seven portions
that begin at the Cherokee Trail |nterchange
actually to the Buck Horn's Ri dge and proceeds down
into Blount County into the airport.

The first section is the one we're here
on tonight. As we proceed with this, this design
meeting, we'll continue developing the plans of it
and we do have right-of-way funding for 2017 for
this project. Wat that neans is, when we have
pl ans devel oped, we can nove into that right-of-way
acquisition phase. At this tine, that should begin
about the summer of 2017.

The next section, the green section
here, is the portion that is under construction
right now. As you have seen driving in here, we're
very much going into the construction of that
project. W anticipate the project schedule for
that to take until late 2019. |If you're | ooking at
the tineline, that is when you can | ook out for

t hat .
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The next section is the final Knox
County portion of the w dening inprovenents. That
goes fromthe Mal oney Road I nterchange to the
river -- the bridge over North Little River. That
section al so have has right-of-way funding for 2017.
We anticipate having plans ready in the spring of
2017 so that right-of-way activities can begin.

Now | want to point out that we do have
plans for the two sections: the one that is under
construction, which would be on ny right in the back
corner; and to nmy imedi ate right would be the plans
for the Little River to the Ml oney Road section.
I f you have questions about those specifics, there
will be tine after this presentation to go and neet
with our staff.

At ny left, it will be specifically for
this portion from Wodson to Cherokee.

We do have four sections in Blount
County. The section in red is section from
Singleton Station to the county line. This is also
a widening inprovenent. As we go forward in
devel opi ng plans, we do anticipate having a public
neeting sonetine in the spring of next year for that
section as well as these two | ocated secti ons.

I f we can nove on.
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The orange and purple here are the two
Al coa Hi ghway sections and we will also be having a
design neeting for those two projects together. It
will be early spring of next year.

Then the final section is the portion
fromthe airport fromHunt Road/ State Road 35 to the
Tyson Interchange. That portion, right now, we have
begun the right-of-way acquisition process for; so
we're noving forward with that.

Just kind of a brief overview. Wile we
have one section under construction, the
Departnent's goal is to have construction running
concurrently. Wiile funding has not been identified
for construction yet -- as you may know, we fund al
of our projects in phases. Wen | tal k about the
"right-of-way phase", that is the phase where we go
and buy and acquire the right-of-way. The actual
constructi on phase when we go out and actually build
the job is funded separately.

If you have further questions about
that, we'll be happy to answer those questi ons.

We'll be rolling into the specific project now.

This is the basic cross-section of the

project. As you see, it's simlar to what is under

construction now. W have three | anes going in each
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direction with a nedian concrete barrier.

There will be a greenway, a 12-foot
greenway, that wll run through a portion of the
project and it wll be divided by a concrete
barrier. If you think of the bridge over North
Little Rver, it wll be very simlar to that.

As | said, we have a concrete barrier
which wll prevent left turns.

Next slide, please.

| want to take a run through of the job
and sone of the inprovenents we're making. At the
begi nning of the job, we have the Wodson Drive
intersection. W are proposing a roundabout at this
intersection to help take traffic that is utilizing
the service roads fromgoing north fromthe Ml oney
Road section of construction, and then the ranps
com ng off of Al coa H ghway and off Al coa Hi ghway,
the roundabout will serve to allow the flow of that
traffic interchange.

| do want to point out that if you | ook
at the plans that are under construction right now,
we do show a stop condition fromthe service road
going north. As | said, we plan on, during the
construction phases of that, tying it in as we begin

construction on this portion. |If that is built
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before this is constructed, that will be a tenporary

condi ti on.

Thi s next section shows the basic
six-lane typical. W do have this other greenway.
It does show the greenway -- actually, if you would
go back one slide, please.

| want to point out the greenway right
here. This is actually the portion that Knoxville
has built. W will pick it up just to the south of
the Marine base and carry it al ong here.

The road you see here is an entrance
that will allow access to the Marine base and the
gol f course fromthe Cherokee Trail |nterchange.

Next slide, please.

As we nove further north, we're
approaching the interchange. That just shows the
begi nning of the offranp to the interchange at
Cher okee Trail.

Now | know this is a lot to take in at
once. W do have sone slides to kind of show you
t he novenents through this interchange. This gives
you an overview of the changes that will be made.
wi Il go ahead and tal k about those novenents in a
little bit, but this is just to kind of give you an

ovVervi ew.
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We do have the local traffic com ng from
Cherokee Trail. It is now separated fromthe
traffic comng into the hospital. This allows for
better novenents through that interchange and
i mproved conditions.

As you can see, we have also tied in the
Cher okee Farm devel opnent where right now you exit
of f before, prior to getting to that interchange.

Next slide, please.

Moving further east, we are inproving
further down Cherokee Trail to the back of the
nmedi cal center property. | do point out we have a
signal proposed at this interchange. This is the
of franmp going fromMaryville to Knoxville.

If you would go back just one nore,
pl ease.

Then we do have the ranps at -- both the
I nt erchange ranps here because this is going into
t he nedi cal center.

This shows a little bit of inprovenents
to the nedical center to enter into the hospital and
to the agriculture canpus. As you see, we are
proposi ng a roundabout.

I will go through all of this in nore

detail, but this is how you will access the hospita
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and the ag canmpus.

W are going to play a little animtion
here to kind of show how you what direction you're
com ng and how you will access this interchange or
access either Knoxville or Maryville.

This first novenent shows you com ng
fromMryville going to the interchange and shows
you how you will access the different portions:
ei t her Cherokee, the local traffic, the back of the
nedi cal center into the nedical center and the ag
canpus itself.

Com ng from Knoxville, you would take
this ranp to access the hospital and the |oca
traffic on Cherokee Trail. You can al so access
Cher okee Far ns.

As you | eave the hospital going to
Knoxvill e, just go through the roundabout and get on
the ranp there.

Then fromthe back of the property and
from Cherokee Trail, it shows you how to access
Knoxvi | | e.

Then, fromthe hospital, how to access
south into Maryville.

Then, fromlocal traffic on Cherokee

Trail in the back of the hospital going to
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Maryvil | e.

Just an overview of all approaches from
the Maryville going north. You will use the ramp
shown, access to interchange, the intersection at
the light. You nmake a left to go into the hospital
or the ag canpus or a right on Cherokee Trail to the
back of the property.

Com ng from Knoxville, you would take
the ranmp going south. You can either take a right
to enter Cherokee Farns or a left to enter the
hospital, the ag canpus, Cherokee Trail, and the
back of the property.

Coming fromthe hospital and the ag
canmpus, it shows you how you woul d route through the
I nt er change.

| do want to point out right here, this
is the local traffic comng from Cherokee Trail and
exiting the hospital. You wll actually go
underneath. W're building a new bridge that you
wi Il go underneath to access the road; so that is
where we're separating that traffic out with the
exi sting condition.

Ckay. Just kind of showng you -- |'ve
ki nd of explained the schedul es of kind of where

we're at. W tal ked about different phases that
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TDOT uses to develop their project. Right now,
we're in the design phase. Then, with funding
avail abl e, we anticipate having plans ready in
summer of 2017 noving into the right-of-way process.

We do anticipate roughly 18 nonths to
acquire the necessary property. At that tine, the
Departnment anal yzes all of their projects in the
state on an annual basis to determ ne the three-year
pl an; so as we develop the plans, we'll know at a
| at er date what year that project will be funded.

Just a summary of what | said earlier:
You have three ways to submt your conments: either
tonight orally with our court reporter, you can fil
out your conment cards, hand it to us here tonight,
or you can take it honme and have 21 days to mail it
I nto us.

Here is ny contact information as well
as our Project Devel opnent Director Danny A iver.
If you have any questions about this project or the
one under construction or the one to the river, fee
free to call us.

| do have Christie Brown here tonight.
She is managi ng the projects in Blount County. You
can call nme and | can get you to the right people.

Thank you. W will start the QRA
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sessi on.
MR NAG: |f anyone has a question --
okay. We have one right back here.

If you can, please say your nanme and

your address. That way, we'll have that on the
record.

Thank you.

M5. PIERCE: |'m Peggy Pierce at 2013

Kenper Lane in Knoxville, 37920.

| have a question about the hospital
i nterchange, if you could go back to that slide.

When you were showing the exit fromthe
hospital going south onto Al coa Hi ghway, if you
could show that one. That's the one | was...

MR WLSON. Gve us just a second to
put it up here.

M5. PIERCE: GCkay. | think it's that
one. Yeah.

No. Back -- back to -- no. Well, that
one shows it, too.

Can you point out again where the
traffic lights are going to be because it |ooked to
nme like there are several intersections that m ght
be potentially a problem

MR WLSON. So specifically exiting the
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garages fromthe hospital ?
M5. PIERCE: Yes, and trying to go south
on Al coa Hi ghway.

MR WLSON. So you're at this point

her e.
M5. PIERCE: Uh- huh.
MR WLSON. You would -- this would
be -- it wouldn't have -- it wouldn't be signalized

or anything like that. You would go through the
roundabout that's there now --

M5. PIERCE: Um hmm

MR WLSON. -- the new proposed
roundabout, and then there will be a signalized
I ntersection there and there.

M5. PIERCE: (kay.

MR WLSON. So you'll take a right and
then a left.

M5. PIERCE: Ckay. So there wll a
conplete traffic light, not just a caution |light or
sonething |ike that.

MR. WLSON: Correct.

M5. PIERCE: Ckay. Thank you.

MR. WLSON: You're wel cone.

MR. NAG: Again, please state your nane

and address, please.
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MR HLL: Mark Hill at 3600 Montl ake
Drive.

Have there been plans or sonething in
the plans for accessing the nedical center via
bi cycle? Like, are there bike |anes? Are there
shoul ders? How do you get there fromthe greenway?

MR WLSON. G eg?

Just to back ne up, in case | said
sonet hing wong, if | understand, Knoxville already
has the greenway running in this area now. Then,
with the devel opnent of the Cherokee Farns property,
| anticipate it connecting with hour project.

MR. GREEN. There's an underpass that's
here in the blue wth the roundabout there.

There is an existing underpass right now
underneath Al coa Hi ghway. W plan on wdening it in
each direction and maybe the peopl e from Cher okee
Farms wll go ahead and wden it all the way or
carry atrail all the way to the farm here.

And then comng this way, it will cone
down, provide a sidewalk all the way down to the
roundabout there.

MR, HILL: So you would have to ride on
t he sidewal k?

MR. GREEN. Well, we hope you -- nopst
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peopl e would not ride on the sidewal k, but the
underpass is -- | think it's a ten-by-ten underpass
that's under there right now, so you would be able
to access either side of the interchange fromthere.

But | don't know that we'll be carrying
a bi ke lane or anything onto the canpus of the
hospital. |t has not been requested.

VR. NAQG : Yes.

M5. ECKERT: |I'mHolly Eckert. | reside

at 4641 We Way Lane and reside in one of the hones
to be taken.

But how -- can you show ne how you wi ||
access We Way Lane from Al coa H ghway? That's not
cl ear.

MR WLSON:. If you can neet with ne
after the neeting, | can show you specifically. |
don't think this display shows it very well, but |
can show you how we will reroute the road onto
Wodson.

M5. ECKERT: Ckay.

MR WLSON: But it will utilize the
nei ghborhood to cone out further to the east on the
hi ghway, but | can point you out specifically how it
w || be done.

M5. ECKERT: Ckay. Do you still
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envision a bluff? Even after you nmake the cut, wll
there still be a bluff?

MR WLSON. Most of -- the nmpjority of
that rock we believe, during our investigation, is
very | oose and not very stable. W are going to |lay
It back. | don't know how nuch rock w Il remain.
W're still doing the geotech investigation nowto
determ ne the best way of doing that.

| know as far as the vertical face now,
it will be layed back. As you know, we had that
rock slide a few years ago. W did sonme work with
it then. 1In order to really inprove the safety and
prevent rock slides, we do need to lay it back.

M5. ECKERT: GCkay. Thank you.

MR BURR |'m Gene Burr of 3621 Ml oney
Road.

W would Iike to know if you have
determned this: How far you will go in providing a

base for |andscaping that is to be done in
connection with the ranps and the roundabouts.

We're working -- since the City owns the
right-of-way, we're working with the Gty Public
Service Departnent in trying to establish sone basis
for appropriate |andscaping that neets your

standards in those areas because we're real
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concerned about the inpact of those interchanges and
t he roundabouts on the adjoi ni ng nei ghborhoods. It
woul d be nice to know how far you intend to take
t hat .

For exanple, if those roundabouts will
be backfilled with topsoil and what the -- generally
what the areas -- how the areas will be treated that
are raw | and at the present tine between Wodson and
Mal oney, if that is going to be seeded with
sonething like love grass or -- we would just kind
of like to have a basic idea of how far DOT is going
to go so we can work with the Gty in bridging the
gap.

MR WLSON: It will be real simlar to
what we're doing with the existing job. R ght now,
| think we'll be putting topsoil or soil back in. |

think the Gty is going to do sone irrigation, the

locals will. The sane type of thing wll probably
happen here. |If the local community wants to do
sone beautification, they'Il be allowed to do that.

The big thing it has to do, it has to be
| ow growing in order to make sure it's safe. The
one thing you don't want to do is hinder people's
sight distance. But we certainly feel like we'll be

able to acconplish that and help with the character
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of the community. That is our goal, as well.

As far as the upkeep of it, we wll
probably enter into an agreenent with a | ocal
agency. We don't do real well with | andscaping. W
nmow. That's about it. Typically, we will enter
Into | andscapi ng agreenents with | ocal agenci es.
They go in and they -- you know, we have gateway
signs and different things |ike that that we do so
they can do that.

That is probably simlar to the
characteristics that we'll do here as we work
through this. W're early in the design process.
That the reason we're here is to get you-all's
input. That is a great thing to get in there now as
we get tal king about it. The |last one, we're kind
of working that out through the construction
process, but that's our goal.

MR. BURR  Thank you.

MR. NAG : Next question?

Anyone el se have a question for the
publ i ¢ questi on-and- answer session?

Ckay. Well, thank you very much for
joining us. W're here until 7:00 to still answer
any questions you m ght have on a one-on-one basis.

Once again, you do have comment cards
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that you can hand those into us tonight, if you
choose to do that.

We still have our court reporter that
will be present until 7:00 to get your coments on a
one-on-one basis and entered into the official
record.

Once again, we wll have TDOT
representatives avail abl e throughout the roomat the
different plans to answer any questions that you nmay
have.

Thank you very nmuch for joining us. W
really appreciate it.

ok x %

M5. FERGUSON: |'m Becky Ferguson. |
live at 2212 Wodson Drive.

| just wanted to kind of second the
notion of the coment about the |andscaping and the
roundabouts. | think the entrance to Knox County
and Knoxville comng fromthe airport is so
i nportant as a first inpression to anyone and
everyone comng to Knoxville. And so | just
think -- and | thought his response was very good.
That is kind of a weak area as far as the planning
and not the nost top priority, but | think that we

need to keep in mnd how inportant this entrance to
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Knoxville is to all people comng to Knoxville for

the first tinme and many ti nes.

VS, JUDY: | ' m Rebecca, mddle initial
A, last nane is J-U-DY, like the femal e. I live

on M. Vernon Drive, 3309.

Thi s construction has not been a good
thing for nme at all. It has destroyed the entrance
to ny | ovely nei ghborhood; and so |I'm not sure what
t he advantages are going to be. They say safety.

My adage is: Roads don't kill people. People's
deci sions kill people by maki ng bad decisions. That

is not all the case, but generally.

| have lived out here since '71. 1|'ve
never had a problem | may going hone, but right
now, | had two teenage daughters that learned to

drive on this road.

So ny point being is that |I'mnot as
supportive, a supporter of this nassive
destruction -- not construction, destruction -- of a
beautiful area. You know, | don't know whet her
there was any environnmental assessnent: what is it
going to do to other wildlife?

Just the whol e atnosphere of the

nei ghbor hood and this section of Al coa H ghway,
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whi ch was beautiful and | loved it, and nowit's so
noi sy, et cetera. Mybe I'mjust |iving beyond ny
preferred environment.

Anyway, | just wanted to |let the people
know t hat not everybody is excited about this. W
need to spend a |l ot nore noney on hel pi ng peopl e
control their speed and their decisions as opposed
to concreting everything over.

So there. Thank you.
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